with thousands of footnotes, a 30-page table of contents listing no less than 1,302 individual titles, and a 92-page index (in Vol. 6) The length of the individual pieces varies from only two words -with several of four, five, six, seven and eight words each-to 51 pages; others (and these are all notebooks) are 39, 35, 30, and 20 pages, but most are two or three pages, or less than a single page. Each of the 1,302 has a headnote, giving the location of the manuscript, if it exists, a description of it with dimensions and the form of writing (in ink or pencil), its possible date, where it was first published, its relationship to Whitman's published writings, and other miscellaneous data. Rather than presenting a "diplomatic" text, that is, reproducing in type as close as possible to the handwritten form in which Whitman wrote the notebooks and the other prose manuscripts, Mr. Grier has given us "an uncluttered text, free of all symbols [lines, cancellations, carets, brackets, indentations] except necessary footnote numbers. Textual footnotes are in the same series with explanatory notes." As Whitman couldn't write three words without changing two, these "necessary" annotations, plus the useful and valuable indentifications of persons and places and events, add up to thousands. But such a publication as the Notebooks and Unpublished Prose Manuscripts demands this of its editor, and we can only be deeply grateful to Edward F. Grier for this enormous and taxing enterprise.
Of (1906-1914, 1953, 1963) , Emory Holloway's Uncollected Poetry and Prose (1921) , and other now out-of-print volumes, and scattered periodicals.
One of the problems, of course, is whether all that Mr. Grier has dug up belongs in a work entitled The Collected Writings of Walt Whitman. Of the numerous hospital notebooks that Whitman made up and carried with him, especially those in Washington during the Civil War -which present a moving and pathetic view at first hand of the suffering of the soldiers and Whitman's overwhelming compassion -no one is going to question their publication, nor "The Eighteenth Presidency!" (which exists only in proofs, though issued as a book by [328] . It should also be mentioned that each of these appears on a page by itself, with a title, a headnote of three or four lines giving a description of the paper it appears on and other bibliographical details, and an attempt to date it. What's the value? What's the point? There are scholars who insist that absolutely everything by a major wIiter has value and should be preserved and published, but do 150 of such "pieces" belong among the Collected Writings? Or is it simply scholarship-gone-awry to print them with all the elaborate trappings of scholarship?
As usual with -the volumes in the New York University Press's Whitman project, the format, printing, binding, especially the editing, and the full presentation are impeccable. Typographical misprints are at a minimum, and of relative unimpor-
